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Slavery Justification by the South before the Civil War
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Slavery has been a hot topic that has attracted debates from scholars, economists, and humanitarians. Before the civil war, slavery was justified through various means as a way of encouraging it. Group of persons who defended the practices of slavery in the South before the civil war rose to the challenge set forth by the Abolitionists (Parish 3). Abolitionists were against slavery and its related forms since they believed that it violated the dignity and freedom of human beings. The Staunton Spectator, Virginian’s defense of slavery and the Debate Over Slavery, Excerpts from George Fithugh, Cannibals All! (1857) are justifications for slavery by the South before the civil war. 
The Staunton Spectator
One source that can be used as a justification by the South before the civil war is The Staunton Spectator (source 1). People from the southern side had strong beliefs to their God. ‘‘They believe that an institution of slavery is ordained in Heaven and that the slaveholder who trusts in the Almighty arm will find that arm a refuge and a fortress’’ (Staunton Spectator 9). The Southern people believed that God was powerful since He had ordained slavery in Heaven. God is symbolized having an almighty arm that acts as a refuge and a fortress. This justification propelled actions of slavery in the south hence encouraging people in business, merchants, and economists to exploit slaves for their benefits. 
Virginian’s Defense of Slavery
Virginian’s defense of slavery (source 2) can be used as a justification for slavery by the South before the civil war. This justification is based on how the blacks were treated in the overseas where they worked as slaves and sailors. Moreover, they were treated worse than domestic slaves because they were known to be poor, sick as a result of the harsh conditions. Therefore, this justification asserts that the southern leaders believed that slaves were not supposed to have liberty or freedom in the society. According to Fitzhugh (15), ‘’The highest and most honorable position on earth was that of the slave Wellington; the lowest, that of the free man who cleaned his boots and fed his hounds’’. On that note, it was expected that slaves were to obey and be subjective to their kings. This justification also hints of the conditions that slaves were exposed to as they worked. Slaves were to work hard in plantations and field works to sustain their daily life.  
The Debate Over Slavery, Excerpts from George Fithugh, Cannibals All! (1857)
Again, The Debate Over Slavery, Excerpts from George Fithugh, Cannibals All! (1857) (Source 4), can be used to justify slavery by the South before the civil war. This justification is based on the fact that slavery was practiced for the better part of the community. As hinted, God and nature are freely available to the slaves thus allowing them to enjoy all the rights geared towards promoting their interests. Slavery was seen as a source of security because society was safe concerning development. It also means that slaves accommodated domestic affection as they aimed at considering the best interests of the public. ‘‘Our theory is, that they are not free, because God and nature, and the general good and their good, intended them for slaves’’ (Fitzhugh 20). Since God and nature are provided for free, slaves should give labor to society and the public for free in the same way. The slaves will have portrayed domestic affection. This justification motivated kings and wealthy merchants to exploit slaves for labor with the notion that they needed to provide for their societies. 
Conclusion
The Staunton Spectator, Virginian’s defense of slavery and the Debate Over Slavery, Excerpts from George Fithugh, Cannibals All! (1857) are evident justifications to show that the south embraced slavery. Slavery was conducted to extreme measures since the rights and freedom of the individuals were rarely respected. Again, slaves in the south were forced to work hard with the notion that they were to benefit the society as well as the general public. Slavery has reduced significantly thanks to the civilization that the world has undergone thus restoring human dignity.
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